
Mayor’s Office 
151 W. Church Street 

Lewisville, Texas 75057 
972-219-3404 

August 31, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable Jane Nelson 
Texas State Senate 
P.O. Box 12068 
Capitol Station 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
RE: Preparing for the 2021 Legislative Session  
 
 
Dear Sen. Nelson: 
 
Thank you for reaching out to me and city staff in preparation for the 2021 legislative session. 
 
At this time, the City of Lewisville does not anticipate pursuing any local legislation during the 
upcoming session. Instead, we expect to spend the entire session fighting against legislation that 
will harm Lewisville and other cities across Texas. We need your help. 
 
The past three sessions have done a lot of damage to the long-standing Texas tradition of local 
control, ignoring the traditional Texas belief that the best government is the government that is 
closest to the people. Multiple bills passed and signed into law during the past three sessions 
have steadily chipped away at local authority, making it more difficult for Lewisville and other 
cities to provide essential government services and to respond effectively to the stated needs and 
desires of our residents. 
 
This disturbing trend was not caused by a widespread uprising of residents and voters. It was 
caused by loud complaints from well-funded political groups and activists who have better 
access and louder voices in Austin than cities do. These groups and individuals are serving their 
own interests, not the interests of average Texans, and have successfully manipulated the 
political structure of our state for their own benefit. 
 
We remember the recorded statement by Rep. Dustin Burrows last summer that “We hate cities 
and counties.” We remember the way he and Speaker Dennis Bonnen gleefully gloated over their 
attempts to make 2019 “the worst session in the history of the legislature for cities and counties” 
and their plans to make 2021 “even worse.” 
 
Discussions related to interim charges make it clear that this lopsided political war against cities 
will continue next year. We are especially concerned about preserving the reasonable application 
of local authority in the areas of budgeting, revenue generation, land use, annexation, and 
eminent domain. Some bills passed in the past three sessions have been presented as ways to stop 
perceived abuses by one or two cities, but the affect has been to harm all cities statewide. 
 
I am begging you to stand up for cities and for the local authority that has made Texas cities the 
engine that drives the state’s economic vitality. I hold little hope that the extensive damage done 
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during the past three sessions will be reversed any time soon, but at the very least we need to 
stop the bleeding and let cities do what they do best – address local needs and local concerns 
with local solutions. The pandemic has caused extensive economic damage to cities; the Texas 
Legislature should not add to that damage next year. 
 
The state should be looking to cities for solutions to problem, rather than imposing harmful one-
size-fits-all mandates. (As you know, if you visit one Texas city you’ve visited one Texas city.) 
Local government has a connection to its residents that state-level government can never hope to 
match. When national events sparked demonstrations and debates related to racial equity, we 
reached out to our residents and formed the Lewisville Mayor’s Commission composed of nearly 
30 Black members of the Lewisville family. City leaders met with them for seven weeks of 
listening and learning together, and the result is a list of 30 recommendations that will improve 
upon Lewisville’s rich and valued diversity. We didn’t need the state to tell us what to do – we 
recognized a problem, and then worked alongside our residents to find solutions. That’s the story 
of Texas cities when we are allowed to manage our own affairs without state interference. 
 
When bills are filed next year that will impact cities, please know that our team is always ready 
to offer input and help identify potential unintended impacts from those bills. Texas cities are on 
the front lines of providing services and applying state laws. Lewisville would like to be able to 
add our voice to the conversation when a proposed bill will impact how (and if) we are able to 
operate. 
 
I greatly appreciate your assistance with the important DCTA bill last session, and on other bills 
in past sessions. Now I am seeking your help in making sure Lewisville and other Texas cities 
are no longer made to be collateral damage on a political battlefield that seems deliberately 
designed to dismantle our ability to serve all of our residents. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mayor Rudy Durham 
City of Lewisville, Texas 
 


