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Accomplishments — Results of departmental goals
and objectives as they correspond to the City-wide
goals set by Council.

Account — Expenditure classification according to
the types of items purchased or services obtained; for
example, services and charges, materials, supplies,
and equipment.

Accounts Payable — A liability account reflecting
amounts on open account owed to private persons or
organizations for goods and services received by a
government (but not including amounts due to other
funds of the same government or to other govern-
ments).

Accounts Receivable — An asset account reflecting
amounts owing to open accounts from private per-
sons or organizations for goods and services
furnished by a government.

Accrual Accounting — Basis of accounting where
transactions are recognized in the financial state-
ments when they occur, regardless of when cash is
actually received or spent.

Accrued Expenses — Expenses incurred but not due
until a later date.

Activity — The part of a division charged with a spe-
cific provision of a City service.

Actual — Denotes final audited revenue or expendi-
ture results of operations for the fiscal year indicated.

ADA — Acronym for Americans with Disabilities Act

Adopted — Denotes City Council approved revenue
and expenditure estimates for the fiscal year indi-
cated.

Ad Valorem Tax — Tax computed from the taxable
valuation of land and improvements.

Appraised Value — To make an estimate of value for
the purpose of taxation.

Appropriation — An authorization by the City Coun-
cil that allows staff to incur obligations and to make
payments for specified purposes. Appropriations are
limited in amount and to the time when they may be
expended.
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Appropriation Ordinance — Official enactment by
the legislative body establishing the legal authority
for staff to obligate and expend funds.

Arbitrage — The interest earnings derived from in-
vested bond proceeds or debt service fund balances.

Assessed Valuation — The total valuation of land and
improvements less all property exempt from tax. It is
used by a government as a basis for levying taxes.

Assets — Any item of economic value owned by the
City; vehicles, land, etc.

Assignment Pay — Applies to Fire and Police per-
sonnel. Pay includes the salary portion attributable to
day pay or temporary assignment to a specific duty
paid at a rate higher than the individual's base salary.

Audit — An examination of the books and records of
a City to determine financial status and results of
operations (excess and 10ss).

B

Balanced Budget — A budget adopted by the City
Council and authorized by ordinance where the pro-
posed expenditures are equal to or less than the
proposed resources.

Balance Sheet — A financial statement that presents
the assets, liabilities, reserves and balances of a spe-
cific governmental fund as of a specified date.

Bond — A written promise to pay a sum of money on
a specific date at a specified interest rate. The most
common types of bonds are General Obligation
(G.0.) and Revenue (Water/Sewer) bonds. These are
most frequently used for construction of large capital
projects, such as buildings, streets, and water lines.

Bond Funds — Resources derived from issuance of
bonds for capital improvements and authorized by
vote of the citizens of Lewisville.

Budget — An itemized schedule of estimated gov-
ernment revenues and expenditures covering the
fiscal year, prepared in advance as a guide for gov-
ernment expenditures.

Budget Adjustment — A legal procedure utilized by
the City Staff and City Council to revise a budget
appropriation.



Budget Document — The compilation of spending
plans for various funds, along with supporting sche-
dules, tables and charts, which in total, comprises the
annual revenue and expenditure plan.

Budget Message — The opening section of the budg-
et which provides the City Council and the public
with a general summary of the most important as-
pects of the budget, changes from the current and
previous fiscal years, and the views and recommen-
dations of the City Manager.

Budgetary Control — Control or management of the
organization in accordance with an approved budget
for the purpose of keeping expenditures within the
limitations of available appropriations and revenues.

Budgeted Funds — Funds that are planned for certain
uses that have been formally or legally appropriated
by the City Council.

C

CAFR - Acronym for Comprehensive Annual Fi-
nancial Report.

Calculated Effective Tax Rate — State law in Texas
prescribes a formula for calculating the effective tax
rate for cities. The net effect of the formula is to
produce a tax rate that goes down when property
values rise because of inflation and vice versa. The
intent is to generate a rate that produces approximate-
ly the same revenue as the year before. The formula
does make adjustments for newly annexed property
and newly constructed property.

Callable — That which must be paid upon demand, as
a loan.

Capital Budget — A proposed plan for financing
long term work projects that lead to the physical de-
velopment of the City; usually based on the Capital
Improvement Program.

Capital Expense — Any item purchased by the City
which meets the City’s capitalization criteria. They
are: has a value of $5,000 or more, has an antic-
ipated life of more than one year, and/or can be
readily identified and tracked as an individual item.
These expenditures result in the acquisition of or
addition to fixed assets.

Capital Improvement Program — A plan to finance
major infrastructure development funded through
General Obligation Bonds, Revenue Bonds, and
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transfers from various operation funds.

Capital Outlay — Expenditures which result in the
acquisition of or addition to fixed assets which are
individually priced more than $5,000.

Capital Project — A project or expenditure that adds
to the City’s fixed assets, including the construction
of infrastructure, major facilities, and the acquisition
of large equipment. Capital projects generally in-
volve a “multi-year” process, which spans more than
one fiscal year.

Cash Accounting — A basis of accounting in which
transactions are recorded when cash is either received
or expended for goods and services.

CDBG - Acronym for Community Development
Block Grant.

Certificates of Obligation — Legal debt instruments,
which finance a variety of projects such as fire
equipment and remodeling. These certificates are
backed by the full faith and credit of the issuing gov-
ernment and are financed through property tax and/or
utility revenues, generally for a shorter term than
bonds. C.O.’s are authorized by the City Council.

Certification Pay — Additional pay attributable for
completion of specified certification that enhances
performance.

CIP — Acronym for Capital Improvement Program.

City Charter — A document of a home rule city simi-
lar to a constitution. The City Charter establishes the
City's government structure and provides for the dis-
tribution of powers and duties among the various
branches of government.

Contingency Account — A budgetary reserve set
aside for unforeseen events occurring during the fis-
cal year. Also known as a reserve account.
Contractual Services — The costs related to services
performed for the City by individuals, business, or
utilities.

Cost — Amount of money or other consideration ex-
changed for property or services (expense).

Covenant — A binding agreement or contract.

Current Assets — Those assets which are available



or can be made readily available to finance current
operations or to pay current liabilities. Those assets
which will be used up or converted into cash within
one year. Some examples are cash, temporary in-
vestments, and taxes receivable which will be
collected within one year.

Current Liabilities — Debt or other legal obligation
arising out of transactions in the past which must be
liquidated, renewed, or refunded within one year.

Current Taxes — Taxes that are levied and due with-
in one year.

D

DCTA - Acronym for Denton County Transporta-
tion Authority, a mass transit entity serving Denton
County, which is funded through a %% sales tax le-
vied in participating cities.

Debt Service — The City’s obligation to pay the prin-
cipal and interest on debt issues.

Debt Service Fund - This fund accounts for the ac-
cumulation of financial resources needed to meet the
requirements of general obligation debt service and
debt service reserves.

Deficit — The excess of expenditures over revenues
during an accounting period; or, in the case of pro-
prietary funds, the excess of expenses over income
during an accounting period.

Delinquent Taxes — Taxes remaining unpaid on and
after the date on which a penalty for non-payment is
attached.

Department — An administrative division of the City
that indicates overall management responsibility for
an operation or a group of related operations within a
functional area. An example would be the Commu-
nity Development Department.

Depreciation — The portion of the cost of a capital
asset, within the proprietary fund types, which is
charged as an expense during a particular period.

Disbursement — Payment for goods and services in
cash or by check.

Division — An organizational level within a Depart-
ment. An example would be the Engineering
division within the Community Development De-
partment.
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E

Effective Tax Rate — Based on State law, a calcu-
lated tax rate that would yield the same amount of
revenue received in the prior fiscal year on real prop-
erty plus the amount needed to pay tax pledged long-
term debts for the upcoming fiscal year.

ELAP — Acronym for Enhanced Local Assistance
Program, a grant program funded by DCTA for local
transportation capital improvements.

EMS - Acronym for Emergency Medical Service.

Encumbrance — Commitments related to unper-
formed contracts for goods or services used in
budgeting. Encumbrances are not expenditures or
liabilities, but represent the estimated amount of ex-
penditures ultimately to result if unperformed
contracts in process are completed.

Ending Fund Balance — The ending balance of a
fund that is not expended. It takes into account the
beginning balance, revenue, and expenditures. Year-
end encumbrances that will roll forward have not
been reserved.

Enterprise Fund — Enterprise Funds are used to ac-
count for operations that are financed and operated in
a manner similar to private business enterprises
where the intent of the governing body is that the
costs (expenses, including depreciation) of providing
goods or services to the general public are recovered
primarily through user charges. Along with the In-
ternal Service Funds, they are Proprietary Fund

types.

Estimated Revenue — The amount of projected rev-
enues to be collected during the fiscal year.

Excess Reserve — The amount of an appropriation
that is neither expended nor encumbered; the amount
of money still available for further purchases.

Exempt — Personnel not eligible to receive overtime
pay and who are expected to put in whatever hours
are necessary to complete their job assignments.

F

Expenditures — Decreases in net financial resources.
Expenditures include current operating expenses
which require the current or future use of net current
assets, debt service, and capital outlays.



Fiduciary Fund — The funds that account for assets
held by the City in a trustee or agency capacity.

Fiscal Fee — Fee made to financial (or other) institu-
tions for finance related services.

Fiscal Policy — Reflects a set of principals for the
planning and programming of government budgets.
Changes in the level of taxes, the rate of government
expenditures or the budget deficit are all possible
instruments of fiscal policy.

Fiscal Year — A 12-month period to which the an-
nual operating budget applies and at the end of which
a government determines its financial position and
the results of its operations. The City of Lewisville
has a fiscal year of October 1 through September 30
as established by the City Charter. The term FY
2006 denotes the fiscal year beginning October 1,
2005 and ending September 30, 2006.

Fixed Assets — Assets of a long-term character which
are intended to continue to be held or used, such as
land, buildings, improvements other than buildings,
machinery and equipment.

FLSA — Acronym for Fair Labor Standards Act.

Forfeitures and Fines — Payment as a penalty for
non-performance or non-compliance.

Franchise Fee — Fee levied by the City Council on
businesses that use City property or right-of-ways.

Freeport Exemption — An exclusion of ad valorem
taxes on specific business personal property that is
expected to be on the premises of the taxpayer for
175 days or less. The purpose of the exemption is to
allow businesses to ship short-term inventory in and
out of Texas without incurring a tax liability.

FTE - Acronym for full time equivalent, a measure-
ment of staffing. One FTE is a 40 hour per week
position. A part-time position working 20 hours per
week or a temporary full-time position working six
months would be ¥ FTE.

Full Faith and Credit — A pledge of the general
taxing power of a government to repay debt obliga-
tions. This term is usually used in reference to
General Obligation Bonds.

Full Funding — Term used to designate full year
payment for personnel or other budgeted items.
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Fund - Established for segregating revenues and
other resources into independent entities, for the pur-
pose of carrying on specific activities. An example
of a fund is the Vehicle and Equipment Replacement
Fund.

Fund Balance — The excess of a fund's current assets
over its current liabilities; sometimes called working
capital in enterprise funds.

G

GAAP - Acronym for Generally Accepted Account-
ing Principles.

GASB - Acronym for Governmental Accounting
Standards Board, an independent, non-profit agency
responsible for the promulgation of accounting and
financial reporting procedures for governmental enti-
ties.

GASB 34 — Acronym for Governmental Accounting
Standards Board Statement Number 34. This re-
quires division of the City’s assets into Governmental
Activities, Business-Type Activities, and Component
Units using the accrual basis of accounting.

General and Administrative Services (G & A) -
Administrative service charges are allocated to the
Utility Enterprise Fund for indirect management and
administrative support given by General Fund de-
partments. Also known as indirect cost
reimbursement.

General Fund — The main operating fund of the
City. It includes all resources not required to be se-
gregated into another account.

General Ledger — A file that contains the accounts
needed to reflect the financial position and the results
of operations of the City.

Generally  Accepted Accounting Principles
(GAAP) — Detailed accounting standards and prac-
tices for state and local governments as prescribed by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board
(GASB).

General Obligation Bonds — Bonds for the payment
of which the full faith and credit of the issuing gov-
ernment are pledged. In issuing its general obligation
bonds, the City of Lewisville pledges to levy whatev-
er property tax is needed to repay the bonds for any
particular year. Bonds cannot be issued without vot-
er



approval and are usually issued with maturities of
between 15 and 30 years.

General Obligation Debt — Monies owed on interest
and principle to holders of the City's General Obliga-
tion bonds. Supported by revenue provided from real
property that is assessed through the taxation power
of the local governmental unit.

GIS - Acronym for Geographic Information System.
GO Debt — Acronym for General Obligation Debts.

Governmental Funds — Those funds through which
most governmental functions typically are financed.
The acquisition, use, and financial resources and the
related current liabilities are accounted for through
governmental funds (General, Special Revenue, Cap-
ital Projects, and Debt Service Funds).

Grant — A contribution by a government or other
organization to support a particular function. Typi-
cally, these contributions are made to local
governments from state or federal governments.

H

Hotel/Motel Tax — Tax levied upon the cost of oc-
cupancy of any room or space furnished by any hotel
where such costs of occupancy are at a rate of $2 or
more per day. The law authorizes a room tax of not
more than seven percent of the consideration paid by
the occupant of such room to the hotel. Revenue
received from this resource is disbursed among the
Chamber of Commerce and other community organi-
zations.

Income — A term used in proprietary fund type ac-
counting to represent 1) revenues or 2) the excess of
revenues over expenses.

Indirect Costs — Costs not directly attributable to
providing a product or service. Usually these are
support costs.

Inflation — A persistent rise in the general price level
that results in a decline in the purchasing power of
money.

Infrastructure — That portion of a City's assets lo-
cated at or below ground level; including the water
system, sewer system, and streets.
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Insurance Risk Fund — An internal service fund that
accounts for general and vehicle liability, worker’s
compensation, risk management, and all forms of
insurance (except health) as well as the payment of
claims.

Interest and Sinking Revenues — Accounts for the
portion of taxes assessed to the Debt Service Fund to
retire the City's debt.

Interest Earnings — Earnings from available monies
invested during the year.

Interest Judgments — Represents tax suits filed for
unpaid real and personal property taxes.

Interfund Transfers — Amounts transferred from
one fund to another.

Intergovernmental Revenue - Received from
another government for a specified purpose.

Internal Service Fund — Internal service funds are
Proprietary fund types, and are used to account for
the financing of goods or services provided by one
department to or on behalf of other departments of
the governmental unit on a cost reimbursement or
allocation basis.

Investments — Securities and real estate held for the
production of revenues in the form of interest, divi-
dends, rentals, or lease payments. The term does not
include fixed assets used in governmental operations.

L

Levy — The City Council’s authority to impose taxes,
special assessments, fines, fees, and charges.

Liabilities — Debt or other legal obligations arising
out of transactions in the past that must be liquidated,
renewed, or refunded at some future date. This term
does not include encumbrances. The annual budget
reflects only current period expenditures rather than
liabilities.

L.1.S.D. — Acronym for Lewisville Independent
School District.

Local Agency Contribution — Financial or in-kind
assistance to social service agencies operating within
the City of Lewisville is made available by communi-
ty funds. Examples of such contributions are
assistance to Youth and Family Counseling and



SPAN.
M

Maintenance — The upkeep of physical properties
for use or occupancy. Examples are the inspection of
equipment to detect defects and the making of re-
pairs.

Mandated Expense — An expense that is required by
a government.

Modified Accrual Basis — This method of account-
ing is a combination of cash and accrual accounting
since expenditures are immediately incurred as a lia-
bility while revenues are not recorded until they are
actually received or are "measurable” and "available
for expenditure”. This type of accounting basis is
conservative and is recommended as the standard for
most governmental funds.

Municipal — Pertains to a city or government.
N

NCTCOG - Acronym for North Central Texas
Council of Governments.

Non-departmental Expense — Expenditures for pro-
fessional services and other general government
functions, which cannot easily be allocated to indi-
vidual departments, are assigned to misc./non-
departmental expenses.

Non-exempt — Personnel eligible to receive overtime
pay when overtime work has been authorized or re-
quested by the supervisor.

Note — A certificate pledging payment, issued by a
government or bank.

@)

Objective — Steps taken to achieve a pre-determined
goal.

Operating Budget — Plans of current expenditures
and the proposed means of financing them. It is the
primary means by which most of the financing, ac-
quisition, spending, and service delivery activities of
a government are controlled.

Operating Expense — Expenditures in individual
organizational budgets for supplies, materials, main-
tenance, professional services, etc. Generally means
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the same as O & M.

Operating Fund — A set of self-balancing accounts
used to pay current, on-going expenditures.

Operation and Maintenance Revenues — Accounts
for the portion of taxes assessed for the Maintenance
and Operation of General Fund Services.

Ordinance — A formal legislative enactment by the
City Council. If it is not in conflict with any higher
form of law, such as a state statute or constitutional
provision, it has the full force and effect of law with-
in the boundaries of the municipality to which it
applies. The difference between an ordinance and a
resolution is that the latter requires less legal formali-
ty and has a lower legal status. Revenue raising
measures, such as the imposition of taxes, special
assessments and service charges, universally require
ordinances.

PALS — Acronym for Parks and Leisure Services
Department.

Penalty & Interest Personal Property Tax — Im-
posed for taxes that remain unpaid.

Performance Measurements — Specific quantitative
and qualitative measures of work performed. An
example would be response time for the Police or
Fire department.

Personal Services — The costs associated with com-
pensating employees for their labor.

Prompt Payment Act — Requires the City to pay for
goods and services within 30 days of receipt of
goods/services or invoice, whichever is later. If the
City fails to do this, a 1% interest rate is charged on
the unpaid balance.

Proprietary Fund — Funds that establish revenue-
based fees and charges based on recouping the cost
of services provided. Also called an Enterprise Fund.

Property Tax — Taxes levied on both real and per-
sonal property according to the property valuation
and the tax rate. The City’s tax rate is .45050.

Pro-Rata Charge — Fee charged on the cost of an
installed water line pro-rated based on front footage



of the property line. This is a one-time fee.

Purchase Order — A document which authorizes the
delivery of specified merchandise or the rendering of
certain services and the creating of a charge for them.

Purpose Statement — A departmental statement that
describes what the department does, why it does it,
and who benefits from it.

R

Rating — The creditworthiness of a city as evaluated
by independent agencies.

Real Property — Property classified by the State
Property Tax Board including land and improve-
ments used for residential single and multi-family,
vacant lots, acreage, farm and ranch improvements,
commercial and industrial, and oil, gas, and other
mineral reserves.

Recreation Fund — An enterprise fund, which ac-
counts for recreation activities that are supported by
user charges.

Reimbursement — Repayment to a specific fund for
expenditures incurred or services performed by that
fund to or for the benefit of another fund.

Replacement Cost — the cost of an asset, which can
render similar service (but which need not be the
same structural form) as the property to be replaced.

Reserve/Contingency Account — A budgetary re-
serve set aside for unforeseen events occurring
during the fiscal year.

Resolution — A formal statement of opinion or de-
termination adopted by the City Council.

Resources — Total dollars available for appropria-
tions, including estimated revenues, fund transfers,
and beginning fund balances.

Revenue — Funds that the City receives as income. It
includes such items as tax payments, fees from spe-
cific services, receipts from other governments, fines,
forfeitures, grants, shared revenues, and interest in-
come.

Revenue Bonds — Legal debt instruments, which
finance public projects for utilities such as water or
sewer. Revenues from the utility are pledged to pay
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principal and interest on the bonds. In Texas, reve-
nue bonds may or may not be authorized by public
referenda.

Revised Budget — A mid-year budgetary period,
where adjustments are made to more accurately re-
flect actual revenues or expenditures.

ROW - Acronym for right-of-way.
S

Sales Tax — Levied on all persons and businesses
selling merchandise in the City limits on a retail ba-
sis. Monies collected under authorization of this tax
are for the use and benefit of the City. The City’s
sales tax rate is 8%.

Special Assessments — A compulsory levy made
against certain properties to defray part or all of the
cost of a specific improvement or service deemed to
primarily benefit those properties.

Special Revenue Fund - Fund such as the recreation
activity fund. These funds are set up to keep track of
segregated revenue activities.

Sundry Charges — Items that are not in the supply or
maintenance category. These expenses may be for
services provided by private business organizations,
by public utilities, for contract labor, for outside con-
sultants, payment of claims and damages against the
City, or service provided by some department of the
government agency.

Supplemental Appropriation — An authorization
made during the course of the year and after the
adoption of the tax rate by City Council, which per-
mits officials to incur additional obligations and
expenditures of governmental resources.

T

Tax Base — The assessed value of all residential and
commercial real property and business personal
property, as established annually by the Denton Cen-
tral Appraisal District.

Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) — The
fund accounts for revenues/expenditures of the Old
Town tax increment zone. Revenues consist of the
tax rate of the City and County applied to the esti-
mated tax base for the zone.

Tax Levy — Imposing or collecting a tax.



Tax Note — Short-term interest bearing note issued
by a government in anticipation of tax revenues to be
received at a later date. The note is retired from the
tax revenues to which it is related.

Tax Rate — The percentage applied to all taxable
property value for purposes of raising municipal rev-
enue. It is derived by dividing the total tax levy by
the taxable net property valuation. The City’s tax
rate is .45050.

Tax Rate Limit — The maximum rate at which a
government may levy a tax. The limit may apply to
taxes raised for a particular purpose, or to taxes im-
posed for all purposes, and may apply to a single
government, to a class of governments, or to all gov-
ernments operating in a particular area. Overall tax
rate limits usually restrict levies for all purposes and
of all governments, state and local, having jurisdic-
tion in a given area.

Tax Roll — Official list showing the amount of taxes
levied against each taxpayer or property.

Taxes — Compulsory charges levied by a government
for the purpose of financing services performed for
the common benefit. This term does not include spe-
cific charges made against particular persons or
property for current or permanent benefits such as
special assessments. Neither does the term include
charges for services rendered only to those paying
such charges as, for example, sewer service charges.

Taxes Current — Taxes levied that are due within
one year.

Taxes Prior Years — Taxes which remain unpaid
after the date on which a penalty for non-payment is
attached.

TCEQ - Acronym for Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality. A state agency for enforcing
federal and state environment laws.

TMRS — Acronym for Texas Municipal Retirement
System, a pension plan for employees of member
cities in the state of Texas.

TIF — Acronym for Tax Increment Finance District.

Transfer-In — Funds expended in one fund and re-
ceived in another.
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TxDot — Acronym for Texas Department of Trans-
portation.

W

Water Utility Fund — An enterprise fund that ac-
counts for the resources and expenditures associated
with the purchase and distribution of water.

Working Capital — Current assets minus current
liabilities. Working capital is the money a munici-
pality has available to meet current obligations.
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