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ABOUT CHILDREN AT PLAY

Safety Factors Relating to Children At Play

The City of Lewisville often receives requeststo in-
stall signs warning drivers of the possible presence of
children at play. Concerned citizens fail to realize that
these signs are deceiving and ineffective.

Drivers already expect the presence of childrenin resi-
dential areas, especialy at certain times, and studies
show that devices attempting to warn motorists of nor-
mal conditions or conditions that are not always pre-
sent fail to achieve the desired safety benefits.

False Sense of Security

SLOW

"Children at Play" signs also tend ®

to create a false sense of security i—

for parents and children who be-

lieve the signs provide an added

degree of protection when motor- CHILDREN
ists, particularly local ones, actu- AT PLAY
aly pay little attention to them.

The use of Children at Play and similar signs such as
Slow or Slow - Entering Residential Area haslong
been discouraged since these signs are a direct and

open suggestion to small children that sitting or lying
down in the roadway is acceptable.

Parents also seem to believe such signs may help re-
duce speeds. There is no evidence that these signs pre-
vent accidents or reduce the speed of vehicles. If prob-
lems with speeding exist, stricter enforcement should
be sought from law enforcement authorities.
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Signs Used to Warn of Pedestrians in the Roadway

The MUTCD (Manual of Uniform Traffic Control De-
vices) isthe national standard for all traffic control
devices. The MUTCD specifies the following two
signsto warn of the presence of pedestriansin a
marked crosswalk in the roadway. The differencein
these signsis the pentagon (pointed) signis used at
marked croswal ks in school areas.

@

The MUTCD aso callsfor warning signsin park ar-
eas with large concentrations of children (see-saw
sign). The City of Lewisville installs awarning sign
to alert drivers where deaf children live because these
children cannot hear an approaching car.

DEAF CHILD
AREA

City Policy on Children at Play Signs

The City of Lewisvilleis very concerned about child
safety and if Children at Play signs were effective,
these traffic control devices would be installed on
every City street where children lived or visited.
Unfortunately, this would lead to a proliferation of
signs that drivers would ignore without achieving the
desired safety benefit. Moreover, drivers would ig-
nore signs specified by the MUTCD to warn of pedes-
triansin crosswalks, parks, and deaf child areas.
Therefore, the City of Lewisville does not install Chil-
dren at Play signson public streets.

Lower Speed Limits
y SPEED
Citizens frequently request
lower speed limits on residen- LIMIT
tial streets where children play.

Texas law states that the un- 2 5
posted speed limit on aresiden-

tial street is 30 mph and this

limit can be enforced without

signs. The City of Lewisville has posted 25 mph lim-
itson all residential streets (5 mph below the state
[imit) to enhance child safety and promote traffic
caming. The City cannot post lower speed limitsin
areas other than school zones because the posting of
such signs by alocal government agency is considered
a speed trap and oppressive.

Addressing the Safety of Young Children

Unnecessary signs confuse and annoy drivers and fos-
ter adisrespect for all signs, but signsin accordance
with the MUTCD (Manual of Uniform Traffic Control
Devices) can and should be posted for school zones
and pedestrian crossings as well as playgrounds and
other recreational areas where aneed exists.

Most importantly, parents should teach children the
dangers of playing in or near roadways and strongly
discourage them from doing so. The City provides
neighborhood parks where children can play safely
with proper supervision. Safe playgrounds are also
provided at many elementary school sites.

Addressing Citizen Concerns

We take our role in solving traffic problems seriousdly,
yet the ultimate burden of safety rests on the citizens
of Lewisville. Since we receive over 350 citizen re-
guests per year, we appreciate your patience and un-
derstanding in processing your request. If you have
guestions or suggestions concerning traffic, please call
the City Traffic Engineer at (972) 219-3699.
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